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had turned out so well She treated the younger
queen as a daughter, gave her apparel and
jewellery, and did all in her power to make
Ramarasa's second spell of married life happy.
She gave her own mind to worship and vow and
ritual and sought solace in God.

Though the understanding between the
Nayak and his two wives was thus good, things in
the palace were not as peaceful as before. Girijavve
had been alone in the palace till she became
queen, but after her marriage a younger brother of
hers and her mother came and stayed with her. It
was this mother who had tried to persuade her to
treat Lakumavve badly. When the daughter did
not accept her suggestion, this mother began to
lower the elder queen's prestige in the palace by
saying spiteful things about her to other people.
Lakumavve was aware of what this woman was
doing, but by innate goodness she was as a mother
to all around her ; so she did not heed what the
younger queen's mother said or did, and hoped
that things would improve. Girijavve's younger
brother had been a loafer in the village of
his birth ; coming to his sister's palace and
feeding sumptuously and in comfort, he grew
up to be mischievous. As brother-in-law to
the chieftain his facilities for mischief were'